Giving
Back to
llature
What She
Gives to Us

Article and photos
by Mike Mullen,
Niles Canyon, California

HAD two distinet mmpros- have developed o keen apprecia Bul my concetn over e condi-

stons when 1 first moved 1o tion of the patural environment non of Miles Canvon was doubly so

Miles Canyon, located about through mv training and work asa recause T live in the canyon. next 1o
torty miles southeast of San Fran- rescarch geologist, And as a geolo Alimeda Creek, When [ tolked to
cisco: 1 was Immediately im- gist, T lave traveled to some-of the same of the neighbors aboul my
pressed with Lthe natural beauty o world's most pristine and remole concerns, a long story of neglect
- 1

the arca and yel appalled by the wilderness arcas in places bike and bureaueratic inertia began 1o

trash and debris dumped there. | Alaska and the Arctic. unfald The area is a jurisdictional
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Firewesd Tno, Monahan Flats, Cenlral Alaska Aange, Alaska

With the experience [ had
gained from those efforts, [ began
to contact people in the appropri-
ate agencles regarding Niles Can-
von and 1o chant for a solution. |
soon found allies in the Alameda
County Water District and East
Bay Regional Parks District. T vol
unteered 1o work on a hiking trail

project and met a supervisor for
the park distnct. 1t rurned our he
knew my contact at the water dis-
trict and topether we discussed a
pilotclean-up project for Alameda
Creek. Things were coming to-
gether. Now [ needed 1o rally the
community,and photography would
play a key rale,
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I iy career as a 5_:-:(:1-;1:;‘15!. [
photographed geologic fealures as
part of my mapping projects, My
abilities in this field expanded to
photojournzhism when 1 began
volunteering as a photographer
for SGIUSA publications. T was
also inspired by President Theda's
heautiful photos, In 1998, 1 began



Aspen Glow, Aspens on Rush Gregh,
Eastern Sigrras, Calitorna

d treclunce part-tune job with-a lo-
cal magazine and won twi award-
in the Fremont Cultural Arts
Commussion phuto contest,
Photography has become a
preul source of creativity and per
sonal satisfuction, Photographing
a beautiful pamral suene often be-

comes a spiritual experience for

MANING A DIFFERENCE .

Spnng Sycamore, Nies Canyon, Fremon, Caldornia

me Each vime | go aut Ly shoot, |
wonder what nature will give me
today, As a scencdevelups, T expe
nesce an uplifilng feeling as the
sun approaches the horizon and
the colors decpenover a seres of
receding ridges approaching the
occan or as the sunlight trickles
throngh leaves falling upon the

LIVING BUDDHISM « L 559y

water, When 1 teel this kind of in-
spuration I know my photos will
be great,

I began photo excursions jno
Niles Canvon and met several of
myv neghibors. When I eaplained
mv plans to cean up the arca, thiy
said they would help if | organized
the profect During same of my
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Backwash: Bean Hollow State Beach, San Mateo County, Galfifornla

magazine assignments, [ met other
volunteer gronps willing to partic
ipate. When | explained the project
1o the local chapter of the Audu
bon Society they were interested,
As a result, | have been invited 1o
give a slide presentation on “Re
storing and Preserving Alameda
Creek—A Local Riparian Habirat”
in April 1999,

| worked with the water district
and parks district and, with the
support of the Audubon Socery,

we came np with a plan: One hun-
dred voluniteers will descend nto
the canyon at the end of this sum
mer and restore it to its natural
beauty. The government zgencies
will provide equipment and trash
bags and funding for lunches and
bottled water. They are also going
to give a small memento 1o each
volunteer for their efforts. 1 am
hoping that about half of those
volunteers will be SGI-USA mem-
bers from the area.
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115 effort has taught me that

with persistence and the con-
fidence ['ve gained through my
Buddhist practice, one person can
make a difference. P've learned 1
can use my personal talents to
iT]”klEn{f 'l.‘{'i'l].-llllf 1M a pl:-_\'i'll'\r'ﬂ
manner. If a pictare s worth a
thousand werds, T would Lke
1o publish volumes of positive
VSIS,

I believe 1 the Buddhist con
cept of dependent origination—
that everything is interconnected,
that our lives and our environment
are one. Through the Niles Canyon
project, | can give something back
1o nature and, in turn, to others
whao will enjov its beauty.

President lkeda has encouraged
us to become persons of grear
good-—10 overcome our lesser
selves and express our greater
sefves through working for the
happiness of others, 1 intend 10
continue challenging my lesser self
and develop strong ties in my
community o create positive
images for the future,

Mike Mullan



MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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Red Clover, Niles Canyon California Poppies, Niles Camyon Wild Flower, Niles Canyon

Snowy Egret in flight, Niles Canyon Plum blossoms, Niles Canyon




